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Thc ( jreat Sen&ing

What is it?

How do we get involved?
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The (jreat Scnding

The (sreat Scn&ing is ( jo0d’s eternal P]am for

restoring [is entire creation to [Jimself.

(Ephesians g ) Corint%ians 5:16-~21)




The Great Scnder

Our God is first and f

. | rom thc moment o]

Great M:ssmnarg.

roremost a missionary (od.

[ the 1:a”, God became the

(10d’s Word from (senesis to Revelation IS a

Missionarg’s story.

( 50d would have us read [is \Word through
is Missionarg cyes.
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Reading (1od’s Word through
[is Missionaxy Eyes

1 hen he said to them, “These are my words that 1

spoke to you while I was still with you, that
evervthing written about me 1n the Law of Moses
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”
Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it 1s written, that
the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead, and that repentance to the
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You
are witnesses of these things (Luke 24)
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Reading (1od’s Word through
[is Missionarg Eycs

- Christo!:)her \/\/right in 1he Mission of God:

. ] uke tells us that . .. Jesus opened their minds so

they could understand the Scriptures,’ or, as we
might put it, he was setting their hermeneutical

orientation and agcnda. T he proper way for
&isciples of the crucified and risen Jesus to read

their Serf ptures is messianically and missionally.”
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Reading (sod’s \Word through
[is Missionarg Eycs

Jesus’ mission to save the world (Jo}m A 6-1 7)
is the sum and substance of [is Messianic

anointing.

]imbracing the | ord Jesus as Messiah also

means cmbracing is universal mission to

reconcile the world to His I ather.
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Messiah = Missionary

. As(ad's Missionarg, Jesus stands as the
corner stone upon which [Te builds [is Church.

. “Who do people say that the Son of Man 1s””

, lesus Posccl this question in the district of

(_aesarea Fhi]ippi. the vortex of human &arkncss,
both Jew and (Gentile.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
As God’s missionary, Jesus is the very stone upon which He builds His Church.
Jesus declared His intention to “Build His Church” while with His disciples in the region of Caesarea Philippi
Caesarea Philippi is an especially dark pagan place being the religious center for the worship of Pan which included bestial practices.
Nearby stood the ancient altar that Jeroboam erected at Dan, which led God’s people into idolatry.
Taken together, Caesarea Philippi becomes the vortex for universal spiritual darkness (both Jew and Gentile).
It is in this vortex that Jesus declares His “missional offensive” and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.


s X

- e
g 2oL A W - e e s =
T FRETER e Ry e 2T R e R R A T T S T e N S e g NS AT B s St gt A AT L
M 2 T BRI B e A B 20 T R S e - - e AR g i T g e L e S T S e

You are the C}wrist

sl Eal ST
L .'. ; - o
Tty T T e S AT PR """‘nv-,"';_vr'!_‘_'f\a,'y-m_-j_ﬂ;pcr' P "" {
o 3 e - L34 W . ' ] X7

e a

gy

é &
o
&
",
(3 - %
ARy

o
g
T
. ;
g

,
o LGSR L)

Sl gl

bl alins oL

i, | “
e |

I. J
|
4
A

ARTIST IMPRESSION OF THE SANCTUARY OF PAN IND TXR7 WTITNN DNNNT WIN'Y NYXD
LEGEND NP

4 TUEE TERAGI = A AT/ LET1 (5




Messiah = Missionarg

: The stone of stumbling for (3od’s Peopl@

: Jesus’ kinsmen at Nazareth (] uke 4)

. My I’”iOUSC 5!"18” b@ CallCCl a hOUSC O{: Prager fOf
the nations. \Matthew 2.1)

. | he stone that the builders rejectcd has
become the cornerstone. (Matthcw 2 i)



T he (areat Scncjing

. (God’s Mission is the Holg Spirit’s road map
: Gui&ing our unc‘crstancjing of [is Word.
A Guicﬂing ourFootstePs into [is world.



1 he (areat Sending

. | hree basic Points:

. O heavcnlg I"ather has a missionary heart; [Je sent [Jis
Son to restore His broken creation to Himse]g.

- heavenly I"ather Aelights in having usjoin His Son in

His missionary service to the world.

. The | ord will accomplish His Mission


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using the Missio Dei as the Spirit’s roadmap into the Word, 

Boil these five down to three basic points:
Our heavenly Father has a missionary heart; He sent His Son to restore His broken creation to Himself.
Our heavenly Father delights in having us join His Son in His missionary service to the world.
The Lord will accomplish His Mission
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T]ne Great Sen&cr

Kcy to (zod’s missionary Plan 1S His decision to
call simcul, broken peo le to Particil:)ate Fu”g with
Him in ]—‘f

IS great work.
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Thc Grcatﬁent Onc

T he (Great Sending begins and ends
with our | ord Jesus (hrist.
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Thc Grcat Sent Onc

. Jesus’ three missionary actions
: Jesus must sutfer
. Jesus must rise from the dead
. Jesus must Proclaim the Gospel to the

nations
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T}’]c Great Sent One

. Jesus still serves as [Jis [Tathers Missionarg

: Feter stated at Fentecos’tz

. “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool”” (Acts 2)

. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God,
and having recerved from the Father the promise of
the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing. (Acts 2)



The Great Scnder

. As | ordof all, Jesus continues | he (Great
Sending throughout the world
; Being “exalted at the right hand of (God,”

Jesus poured out [Tis missionary Spirit on
is Cfv

e Dut you wi | receive power when the r‘j’oly

urch.

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my

witnesses ... to the end of the earth.”



Tlﬁe Great Sender

. Jesus still serves as [is [Tathers Missionarg

. Fcter continued:

. Repent and be baptized every one of yvou in the
name of Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins, and
yvou will recerve the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the
promuise 1s for you and for your children and for all
who are far off, every one whom the Lord our God

calls to himselfl. (Acts 2)



Reading (sod’s World
T}wroug% [is Missionarg
I yes
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( hurch in Chargc ‘

Conhdent!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
On our way!
We planned a family trip.
Itinerary set, correct highway maps in the glove box, bags packed in the trunk, snacks packed up front.
Set our GPS with the correct coordinates of our destination.
We pull out of the driveway enjoying a high degree of confidence and expectation.
Going down the Highway
All is going well
On schedule
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suddenly, we see a barricade on the freeway with the sign “Bridge Out”
A great storm surge washed out the bridge the night before
No detour signs have been posted, but there are some side roads available
We turn off the main highway and begin to make our way down an unknown road
Feeling insecure, never gone this way before.
Anxiety creeps into the car.
How do we know that this road goes anywhere?
We should turn back.
We should wait on the highway; they will have the bridged repaired soon.


( _hurch notin Charge
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\/\/hen the Bridge

Recalculating!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
GPS:  Recalculating
A sense of relief sweeps over us.
While we do not know the way, we are confident that the GPS does and will guide us safely to our destination.
We are in unfamiliar territory
We cannot see down the road very far
Our GPS with its satellite vantage point sees so much more
Keep this picture in mind as discuss “Following Jesus in Uncertain Terrain”


Recalculating

Repent, the Kingdom
ot (jod is at hand.

Matthew 4
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Jesus began His Missionary Ministry with the words, “Repent, the Kingdom of God is at hand.”  Matthew 4.  I would offer three thoughts that may help guide our journey


Reading ( jod’s \/\/orld througlﬁ
[is Missionaxy Eges

. g Pre-
.-f 'r-:ChurChed

}



e = (_hristendom
Mission [Tield




| realitg our methods of Proc]aiming the Gospe N
- Word and Sacrament have remained thorouglﬁlg
entrenched in the realitg of (_hristendom.

Fost~Chri5tenAom Ol:)scrvations

While our ministrg contexts have radica119

shifted toward a missionary (Pre~churcheé>



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Post-Churched: The community around the church is increasingly unchurched, more and more reflecting the “pre-churched” context of ministry.  At the same time, the church continues to operate with the assumptions of a “churched” society or context.
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Christendom
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Christcn&om
. Froclaiming the Gospel where the

church is in charge

. Divine Service
: Fastor Ccntered
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(yreat Scncjing Detined
Froclaimmg the Gospc] where the C

OUF Cvergdag WO!"!A

Frimarilg a Lag movement




Recovering the Missionarg
Friesthood

But you are a chosen race, a rogal
Priesthooé, a holg nation, a PcoPlc
for his own Possession, that you may
Proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his

marvelous light.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For the world
	Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion . . . according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with blood
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Rcading your Flace in ( yod’s world
through [is Missionarg Eges

e P W = sy,



Fan Sl e B

Ba pt

e o e e L Y b et i R it g Lt M g g, i Gl A My oy L il 2 bty i AN AR A SR P e P e e S e i il e Dot L i

|
ol g~
- o I'_. L
A
-

ed into Jesus
=S

/

i Z

_ N




CHIY FEREO A AN N T i "ol W) ; B 3 MR ’ - ST . ’ it s
g T e et O R e i Mg L i el st S anaiae S SN Pl L i . , ol : : - .. .
. 5 S . AL g X o A Ty Al gl 5 - el T R e A R - e s
i . A g A AR Y e NI 0 e e S A S e B IOl e Pl i,

baptizcd into [is

it a3

LA

TR L g LS R

e P L o




2
S
=
=
=
=
=
=
T




Ve i il 15 o e

| uke 5 (] he Beginning)

il iy i i i 5 i

B da i B

L e . =




i O L s AU L oY TRUNUL AR PR A g P i P . 5 by g S il L gy AN S A DA i L T e e = R e i S i P J )




The (jreat Sending

(_enters in knowing our | athers heart

and embraciﬂg it as our own.




1 Knowing the heart of (od

The sound of [Tis Footste!:)s
on the garcjen Path




W]’nat makes God laugl‘n?

<




e g s b .,'}.-lr-. it i s "
- S T v E Sy ) : . i
B i o i i,y g Mg e L : :
g el | ...r...l..r.\l.l[..s.rll haphida = i o —
o i A R L R e Y a
e N R b e R e
U e ey ok 3
el 3
hLprouh ik -~




ISP SR R I s S 5 SO

g St Pt s ST "ty 5 S : .

Fad be { ¢ . :
g S e " i e i g o et Riash ol

e i A et L S s B T

T S =TT .

i

P T,

AT T N v e rp e T T T ST Er gt e Wy oy




ek J

T TR e e T

S ATy O AT T Y

B are g e T -

T

P T

s -"_\p:—-{_x» - '_‘_“F‘IF.-

-

‘,*!-_.‘1_,‘!
-

oo SRS SO AR
i : ¥ ...- . -. vl - . . I_ P ] N -
I. . y 4 [ L




weep'’
e |

J

i \/\/hat makes (yod




il 12 e i

Thc son who didm’t leave |




il

T——— T e e <l

The Hcart of God

T —— s PRSI = : e N T A T T P v g P — - . . PR
= T taty g - ST e



Jesus’ Missionarg Plan

“A” authoritg in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Going therefore and make
chsc:ples of all nations, baptizmg them in
the name of the [T ather and of the Son and

of the Holy Spmt tcachmg them to observe
all tnatl have commanded you. And bchol& ]

am with you always to thc end of the agc

(Matthew 28)
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Jes

us’ Missionarg Flan

“A” authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Goimg therefore and make

disciples of all nations, baptizing_them in the
name of the [Tather and of the Son and of

the 7o y Spirit) teaching them to observe

all that 1

have commanded you. And bchol&, ]

am wit

N you always, to the end of the age.:
(Matthew 28)
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= ( hurch’s Missionarg Flan

| ord will you at this time restore the Kingdom

to ]srae 5
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Jcsus’ Missionarg Plan

. | ord will you at this time restore the
Kingdom to ]srael?

. Y ou will be my witnesses in Jerusalem)

Judea, Samaria, ends of the earth.
: She who is at Tiabylon, who is likewise

choscn, sends you greetings s




Jesus’ Missionarg Plan

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, | o

t ose who are elect exiles of the
dispersion . . . according to the

foreknowledge of God the Father, in
the sanctification of the Spirit, for

obedience to Jesus Christ and for

sprinkling with blood. (I Peter 1)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Following Jesus in Uncertain Terrain
St. Peter fully grasped the Babylonian reality for Christ’s Church and wrote encouragingly about it:  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion . . . according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with blood.


Froblem or Flan

. Problem: Peter, an aPostle oFJesus Christ, o

(10d’s elect, strangers in this world, scattered

throughout (N]\/)
: F an. Fcter an aPostlé oFJesus C}mst To those

who are elect exiles of the disperaon (JMS\D
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Living as Outsiders:  Problem or Plan
Problem:  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in this world, scattered throughout . . .
Plan:  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion 
Note the “Comma”
The comma between Elect and strangers signals the reader that our “election” is a God idea.
Being strangers (outsiders) in this world is a tragic inconvenience


Froblem or Flan

. Froblem@ter, an aPostle oFJesus Christ, T

(10d’s elect, strangers in this world, scattered

throughout (N]\/)
. F an. Fcter an aPostle oFJesus Christ To those

who are clect exiles of the disper&on (JMS\D
Note the “comma”
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Living as Outsiders:  Problem or Plan
Problem:  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in this world, scattered throughout . . .
Plan:  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion 
Note the “Comma”
The comma between Elect and strangers signals the reader that our “election” is a God idea.
Being strangers (outsiders) in this world is a tragic inconvenience
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Going (?o”owing Jesus) will

us beyond (outside) our rel
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Going (?o”owing Jesus) will inevitablg take

us beyond (outside) our re'igious comfort

ZONCES.

“] am with you alwags”
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T he (Careat [“romise

“Repent and be baptized every one oggou in the name
oFJesus (_hristforthe Forgiveness oFgour sins, and
you will receive the ghct of the Ho]3 Spirit Imor the

Promise s for you and for your children and for all who

are far og, everyone whom the Lorc{ our God calls to
himself.”
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Jesus’ Missionarg Plan

| Lcaming on the go

Unconscious incompetence
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« All authoritg in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.”

. We Proccecj into the world as Roga] Friests
with the Authoritg of our| ord Jcsus.

Priests connect the | ord with Pcoplc and
PCOP]C with the | ord.

- Frag
- Fartner

. Froclaim
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s Missionarg Plan

Post-(_hurched Non-(_hristians (Nones) tend

to gather arouncj relationships more tlﬂan sharcd

beliefs.

Churchcd Order: ]
“Noncs” Or&crz 1

Tichave ~——>T§elong

TBehavcw—f

Selieve
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Rclationslﬁips Matter

; Rclationsl‘nips center in tru!g loviﬂg my ncighbor

. Kelations

. Relations

’ﬁps require gcnuinc commitment

’ﬁPs mean éoing lite togetherz (et to

‘(HOW and Eﬁ)@ !(ﬂOWﬂ
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cultural insiders determine several factors that impact our ministry
Who speaks with credibility regarding spiritual issues
When conversations about spiritual things takes place
Where conversations about spiritual things takes place
What is the starting place for these conversations


s Missionarg Plan

To Whom are you a Who among the “Noncs”?
th—:re and when do you connects

; What’s the starting Placc—: for conversation?

Answerc—:o‘ bg the “NON}

T e B e T e ™ o A e

B your life



e Presentation s shared Eg Permission of
Dr. Robcr’t Ncwton. ]Fgou have any
qucstions or comments concerning this
Presentation) Plcasc direct them to [ Dr.

Ncwton at newton»-r@sbcglobal.net or call
408-644045%5



Our Missionarg (104

Thc sound of [Tis Footsteps
on the garcjen Pat!ﬁ
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Recovering the Missionary
Friesthoocj

: Anticipate the | ord raising is Kogal Priests

up—men and women—once again forthis very

time and Place.
. Anticipate the | ord raising up missionaries
incligenous to [ost-(_hristendom contexts for

this time and Place: Young PeoPle.

. [1ow does this anticipation impact ministries in

your congregation?
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